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descending thoracic aortic aneurysm in patients with Marfan syndrome: effect on survival. With endovascular repair of descending thoracic aortic aneurysms (DTAA), there is a risk of stent-graft migration, protrusion, or dislocation into the aortic lumen. This is even more important for patients with Marfan syndrome, who have a high risk of failure of traditional surgical repair of DTAA. In an attempt to
examine this problem, we reviewed the results of endovascular repair of DTAA in patients with and without Marfan syndrome. Between November 1995 and June 2002, endovascular stent graft placement was attempted in 33 patients. Eighteen of these patients had a subgroup of Marfan syndrome and 14 patients had a non-Marfan syndrome disease etiology. Most patients were considered unfit for or would not
tolerate a more traditional repair. Multiple fenestrated/branched endoprostheses and self-expanding prostheses were used. Ten patients had an additional stent graft placed to cover the proximal anastomosis with a Palmaz stent. There was a difference in survival between the two groups (p=0.03). Survival at 30 days and 6 months were 88.8% and 68.7% for patients with Marfan syndrome and 85.7% and 52.8% for
patients without Marfan syndrome, respectively. The average diameter of the aortic aneurysms was 5.5 cm for the patients with Marfan syndrome and 5.2 cm for those without Marfan syndrome. Although the results were encouraging in the entire group, it appears that endovascular repair may have a deleterious effect on survival in patients with Marfan syndrome. Endovascular stent graft placement can be a
valuable alternative option for patients with Marfan syndrome. We cannot comment on the durability of the endovascular repairs because of the 3e33713323
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